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It is a privilege and an honor to come before Council and our residents to present 
the 2014 State of the City Address.  The state of the city is good.  In the last few 
years many issues facing the Council have been addressed, primarily in our 
infrastructure.  We still have infrastructure issues to deal with.  Council has set an 
agenda for 2015 to do just that.  I want to thank our Manager and her staff for 
giving the Council leadership and working steadily at getting grants and 
completing works of improvement.  I also want to thank our employees for 
maintaining a dedication to serving our residents.  I routinely receive compliments 
on the work our employees do.  Finally, I want to thank our residents for their 
willingness to serve on committees, for their contributions to the well-being of 
others and for supporting the decisions made by the Council.    

Council Membership in 2014 included Mr. Mark Heistand, Mr. Scott Johnson, Mr. 
Terry Johnson, Mr. Lynn Koogle, Mr. Mike Kuhn and Mr. Brian Wafzig.  In the 
November election, Mr. Robert Rettich, IV was elected to replace Mr. Scott 
Johnson.  He began his term on January 1, 2015.  I want to publicly thank Scott for 
his willingness to serve and his dedication to our residents.  I am looking forward 
to working with Mr. Rettich.   

Each member of Council serves on one or more commissions/committees.  These 
assignments include not only local commissions/committees but also county and 
regional ones.                                            

 

 

 

 



Mrs. Annie Sizemore is our City Manager.  In a Mayor-Manager form of 
government, the Manager is responsible for the day to day operation of the City, 
including the hiring and removal of staff.  The Council hires the City Manager, who 
serves under contract. 

While there is a distinct line between the Manager’s and Council’s responsibilities, 
we do work together to decide how to resolve an issue and to develop policy and 
procedures.  Work sessions are scheduled when an issue is really complicated and 
Council members need a significant amount of time for discussion to fully 
understand the issue.  No votes are taken in the work session.  Work sessions 
occur outside the regular session agenda.  The public is welcome to attend.  
Council strives to limit the number of work sessions. 

Executive sessions are used to discuss one or more of just a short list of issues 
that are eligible for these sessions.  Personnel issues are common.  Executive 
sessions are part of the regular session agenda and require a motion and vote by 
members to go into. 

 

 

 Let’s talk about the City’s infrastructure:   the maintenance and reconstruction 
of our streets have been a priority of this Council for several years.  Most 
recently, West Market Street was reconstructed.  The existing trees were 
removed but over 100 trees were planted to replace them.  Cherry Street from 
Gunckel to Center was completed before West Market.  We have recently 
learned that the next phase of Cherry Street has been approved for funding by 
the Ohio Public Works Committee.  The timeline for that work has yet to be 
worked out. 

Germantown does receive street maintenance funds from the joint levy with 
German Twp.  This is a 1 mil road levy which the City and Twp share on a 
55%/45% split.  Germantown receives 55%.  Council has also placed monies 
received through the local government fund program and estate taxes into the 
street capital improvement fund.  This has enabled the City to invest about 
$130,000 per year in street maintenance.  In 2015, maintenance work will begin 
on the concrete streets in Hillcrest. This will be expensive work and require 
several years to complete due to the funding limits.  Our Manager has worked 



with the City Engineer to develop a process on completing the street          
maintenance.   

Council also made a commitment to work with the Valley View to rebuild Peffley 
Street in 2015.  This street has deteriorated greatly due to the bus traffic. 

Many residents have asked why we cannot get more grants to make repairs to 
our streets.  The best answer is that many of our streets cannot earn a high 
enough score to qualify due to the ranking criteria.  Through streets, such as 
Cherry Street and Germantown-Farmersville Pike have the best chance to secure 
funding.  Main and Plum Streets are not through streets and less likely to qualify 
for funding.   Our Manager and City Engineer are doing a great job in securing 
funds.   

To rebuild streets like South Main, South Plum and South Walnut along with other 
non-through streets in Germantown, we will need a local funding source.  A 
committee is being formed that will lead an effort to get public support for a levy 
that will be on the August ballot.     

 

Another key part of our infrastructure is the sanitary sewers.  We are currently 
going into our second phase of the sanitary sewer upgrade.  This work consists of 
placing a sleeve inside the old sanitary sewer lines to reduce the amount of 
seepage of groundwater into the sewer.  Through this effort, we will reduce the 
volume of water going to the FWWTP and consequently our costs.  The focus of 
our initial efforts so far has been in the Hillcrest Addition.   Applications for future 
rounds of funding will be made. 

 With our investment in a jet truck, we have been able to clear blockages in both 
the storm drains and sanitary sewer lines. 

As you are probably aware, the City’s wastewater goes to the Franklin 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Cities of Germantown and Franklin, the Village 
of Carlisle and a portion of Warren County contribute to the waste flow and share 
the costs of operation.             

 



Our finances are in good shape.  We have taken some debt service obligations 
that were funded in the General Fund and placed those obligations into the 
respective Enterprise Funds.  These fund accounts were the Sewer and Water 
Accounts.  Council approved increases in a water and sewer rates in order to 
cover the debt service.  These increases were not significant.    

 

Our parks are an important part of the Germantown landscape.  Veterans Park 
has a long and distinguished history including the cadets at the Miami Military 
Institute using the site to becoming a sports facility and most recently as a 
popular site to hold events and house Germantown treasures such as the toll 
house, depot and caboose.  Events like the Pretzel Festival, Antique Fire 
Equipment Show, Dog Show and the Memorial Day Program have grown in 
popularity.  In 2014, over 500 people came to the Memorial Day Program.  

 Council feels the pool is a great investment even though we may lose money.  
The City has taken over the pool management under the direction of our Manager 
which has greatly reduced our costs and improved our revenues.   

With respect to Kercher Park, the new soccer fields came into use in 2014.   The 
Council is aware that the baseball fields need improvement and are working on a 
plan. In 2015, we will hire an employee to manage the baseball fields and make 
improvements.   

 

Camp Miami has been on the Council’s work agenda for almost a year.  The 
Council authorized the funds to have a structural engineer inspect the site and an 
asbestos mediation contractor to supervise the removal of asbestos from the 
residence and the building with the kitchen.  The third building on the south side 
of the complex has been decreed a totally hazardous.  Council hopes to have all 
three buildings and the property cleared in the coming months.  We are looking 
into forming a committee to help us evaluate possible uses of the property. 

 

There have been some business highlights in 2014.  CVS has made plans to build a 
stand alone facility in Hickory Pointe and O’Reilley’s has let it be known that they 
will build a store in Hickory Points, also.    



 

There were a great number of projects that the City personnel were able to 
accomplish in 2014 under the Manager’s direction.  A few of these included the 
following:   

 
-  street light poles painted and electric fixed 
- downtown flower pots 
-  lighted Christmas wreaths on utility poles 
-  shred day 
-  signage along Astoria at Kercher Park indicating high walking 

traffic 
-  2015 budget prepared and passed by early December 
-  online bill pay 
-  efficient operation of pool and grass mowing of parks to name   
 
  
 

I’d like to finish my report by congratulating everyone that supported the Twisted 
Bike Tour event this year.  The success that we experienced was the result of us 
all working together.  Not only did people experience a fun time but thousands of 
dollars were taken in and given back to our local charities and organizations.  I 
would encourage us all to maintain that attitude in everything we do.  We will be 
amazed at what we can do. 

Thank-you!!!!!!!!  

 

 
  
 

                                


